
ON MISSION  

 

As indicated last week, the Pastoral Council met to go over the feedback forms that were 

submitted concerning the Virtual Parish Assembly.  These questions were discussed at the 

ZOOM Q&A of September 20th.  A recording of this Q&A is available online and can be 

accessed through our web page.  This is a summary of the questions and answers: 

 

NAME QUESTIONS 

Our parish still needs identity people can recognize.  What is wrong with St. John and St. Thomas?   

What were the name for our parish that our parish members submitted?  I'd like to see that list. 

 

Last fall when both parishes were solicited for names to be submitted to Bishop Zubik, the 

criteria explained that you could not use the current names of the parishes or use a hyphenated 

name.  Submissions were to be accompanied by a rationale of why that name would be a good 

choice for the newly established parish.  13 names were submitted at the beginning of February.  

Bishop Zubik responded in late June with 8 names of the 13 that would be considered.  The 

feedback form asked you to select one name that you felt would be best suited for our new 

parish.  We will submit the following names to Bishop Zubik for his consideration: 

Risen Christ, Resurrection, Risen Savior, St. John of the Cross, St. Cecilia, SS. Peter and Paul, 

St. Ignatius of Loyola and St. Raymond of Penyafort.  We should know the name of the new 

parish by the end of November. 

 

MASS QUESTIONS 

Will mass still be held in both buildings?  If not, which building will mass move to? 

Will the current Mass schedule be maintained?  

 

After the creation of the new parish, both churches will be open and the celebration of the 

sacraments will continue.  The Mass schedule as well as the schedule for other sacraments will 

remain the same. 

 

MINISTRY QUESTIONS 

  

How can we as a parish help those who are not so tech savvy to become more comfortable with using technology  

for communications for our new parish?  

Will future members of the Parish Pastoral Council be elected or appointed? 

What is the leadership doing in terms of action to support the mission you stated in the Assembly? 

 

Technology is here to stay.  It is constantly being developed to be faster and more easy to use.  

Some people feel more comfortable with technology than others.  Avenues are being pursued to 

use technology that is available to everyone who cares to use it.  For those who don’t the phone 

still works and letters and bulletins are still available. 

 

Both the Pastoral and the Finance Councils have agreed to remain in place during the first year 

of the merger.  According to canon law, Finance Councils are appointed by the Pastor.  Pastoral 

Councils are selected by the parish through a process of discernment. 

 



Currently, I am meeting with the heads of all parish ministries and organization leaders.  I have 

been asking what their group does, what it did during the pandemic and what direction it sees 

itself going as we resume parish functions and how do they see themselves working with the 

other parish.  This information will become some of the building blocks for the Pastoral Plan that 

will incorporate the vision of incorporating the Corporal and Spiritual Works of Mercy into the 

fabric of the new parish. 

 

CENSUS QUESTIONS 

 

I'd like more information on the combined Parish demographics as the relative youth of our community.   

What is the source for the statement that the majority of attendees at STM/SJC do not live in the parish 

boundaries and Mass attendance is a fraction of this number?   

Also, my perception is that the majority of those attending are members of the older generation.   

I don’t see the ground swell of young families. 

 

According to our parish census data, only 30% of our registered parishioners that is about 3700 

of the 10,872 members live in the geographical territory of the parishes.  From the Mass count 

that takes place each year, only about 22% of the 10,872 members attend Mass on a regular 

basis.  Our census data also indicates that 40% of the parish is under the age of 35.  20% is over 

65 years of age. 

What this tells us is that people have moved out of the parish territory, but still come to be 

spiritually satisfied in our parishes or that others come here because they feel more comfortable 

worshipping here.  This information also tells us that we have a great deal of work to do to attract 

the younger members of the parish to participate more fully on a regular basis.   

 

FINANCE QUESTIONS 

Are we going so sell St. John and pay down debt? 

After the Merger, will my weekly contribution go to pay down the mortgage at STM? 

Finances- I was under the assumption that the savings/Endowment from SJC would remain in tack.   

 

How will debt reduction work? Will all expenses be combined or will each building maintain separate budgets?  

Is there any more detailed analysis on the financials reviewed in the Virtual Parish Assembly presentation?   

 

The information included that the parish will be responsible for the school utilities and a subsidy.   

How does the new regional model impact how much we will owe?  Hoping a significant decrease? 

 

We are not going to sell either church building or property.  Both churches will remain open for 

worship. 

After the merger all assets will be combined as well as all liabilities.  It will be one parish.  It is 

my intention to leave the savings of St. John Capistran intact and use the interest to assist in the 

operation of the new parish. 

Debt reduction will work through the gift card program and various fund raising activities.  More 

likely than not, we will have to conduct a capital campaign to assist in paying down the debt. 

 

The Finance Councils are currently working on establishing an income and expense report that 

will be published in the bulletin on a regular basis. 



 

The parish is responsible to subsidize the school.  This subsidy has been capped at 25% of the 

parish operating income.  This cap will be a significant decrease in what the parish previously 

gave to the school.  As part of a regional school, other parishes must also contribute to the school 

subsidy. 

 

As we continue to move forward to this merger, please feel free to email me any questions that 

you may have concerning the merger or the new parish. 

 

Thank you for your continued prayers as we move forward to creating a Church Alive! 


