
 
 

Dear Parishioners, 
 
On October 15, 2018 our parish grouping was established with the hope that together we would build 
relationships with each other, share our resources, join together our ministries and work toward the official 
merger and creation of our new parish.  I am so grateful for the many ways you have dedicated yourselves to 
this important work.  
 
When we initiated this journey, who of us could have ever imagined the ways in which the COVID-19 virus and 
crisis would affect every aspect of our daily lives? I know that these have been challenging times for everyone.  
Learning to adapt to new ways in which we work, shop, gather and worship comes precisely at the same time 
we are entering into the final phase of completing the merger process.  
 
As we live through changing realities arising from COVID-19, please know that I pray for you daily, asking our 
Heavenly Father to shower you with peace and hope even in the midst of many unknowns.  
 
As we enter this final phase toward completing the merger process, our time will be marked by two significant 
activities:  submitting recommendations for our new parish name and participating in a Virtual Parish 
Assembly.   
 
Earlier this year, before the COVID-19 virus disrupted our lives, parishioners were surveyed to identify possible 
names for our parish that is to be formed on January 4, 2021.  The following names and rationale were 
submitted in February to Bishop Zubik for his consideration: 
 
 

1. Name:  Resurrection, Risen Christ, 
Risen Lord or Risen Savior 
Rationale:  Mystery of Faith, both 
Churches have Risen Christ in the 
Sanctuary. 

 
2. Name:  Saint Oscar Romero 

Rationale:  Saint from Calendar 
 

3. Name:  Saints John and Thomas, the 
Apostles 
Rationale:  Saints on Calendar, 
maintains first names of current 
patrons. 
 

4. Name:  Saint Cecelia 
Rationale:  Saint from Calendar 
 

5. Name:  Saint John of the Cross 

Rationale:  Saint from Calendar 
 

6. Name:  Saint Ignatius Loyola 
Rationale:  Saint from Calendar 
 

7. Name:  Saint Michael the Archangel 
Rationale:  Angel, Saint from 
Calendar 
 

8. Name:  Holy Family 
Rationale:  Feast on Calendar 
 

9. Name:  Saint Raymond of Penyafort 
Rationale:  Saint on calendar, a 
lawyer and involved with law as 
current patrons are 
 

10. Name:  Saint Peter and Saint Paul  
Rationale:  Saint on Calendar 



 
 
 
 
Some of these names have been selected recently for parishes formed on July 1st of this year and will be 
eliminated from the list.  Soon we will receive a list of the names that will be considered.  A final determination 
will be made by Bishop Zubik at the end of November. 
 
You will have one more opportunity to offer your recommendations on names for the new parish.  The final list 
will be presented in a Virtual Parish Assembly to be held in a couple of months.  Information regarding the 
Virtual Parish Assembly will be provided in a later communication. 
 
Allow me to share with you my greatest hopes and dreams for who and what our new parish will become.  In 
the First Book of the Epistle of Saint John, chapter 4, verse 16 we hear that familiar message: “God is Love, and 
whoever abides in love, abides in God, and God abides in him.”  In the first chapter of the Book of Genesis we 
hear that “God created us in His own image” (Genesis 1:27).  And when asked which was the greatest 
commandment, Jesus replied in Matthew 22: 35-40, Mark 12: 28-34 and Luke 10:27 “You shall love the Lord 
your God with all of your heart, with all of your soul and with all of your mind and to Love your neighbor as 
yourself”.  So I am thinking that God wants us to be a loving people.  We love God by how we love others.  My 
hope for our new parish is that we continue to practice the Works of Mercy in areas that we have already 
demonstrated such care in the past, and continue to build a community of faith for the future that lives out all of 
the Works of Mercy on a daily basis. 
  
As we conduct more meetings and our Virtual Parish Assembly we will discuss different ways that we can live 
out the Works of Mercy. 

 
Thank you for your attention and participation in this process. 
 
Fr. Mark A. Eckman 
Administrator 
Grouping 221: Saint John Capistran & Saint Thomas More 
 


